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Question

A dilemma faced by many, particularly those involved in outreach, involves inviting
non-observant guests to attend a meal or program on Shabbos. On the one hand, these
programs will surely be beneficial to the invitee and may very well inspire them to
strengthen their observance — a phenomenon demonstrated by the multitude of baalei
teshuva that have resulted from such events. The firsthand experience of a Shabbos
meal and the warm serene atmosphere that accompanies it, are often a crucial factor in

drawing Jews closer to observance.

Yet, the well intending host is aware that these guests will possibly drive to attend or
return home — an act that is prohibited on Shabbos. Although these guests may in any
case be violating Shabbos in another form, the Rabbi — or whoever may be inviting
them - is at the very least encouraging, or perhaps even causing this particular act of
chilul Shabbos.

Is one permitted to turn a blind eye to the guest’s preferred mode of transportation
and ignore the chilul Shabbos that will result from his invitation, or must he refrain

from inviting such guests?

If there were room to allow one to extend such invitations, what are the parameters
that govern this heter? What guidelines must be in place to make these invitations

permissible?

The contemporary poskim offer varied responses to this question. In order to
appreciate their respective approaches, the possible Halachic issues at play must be
explored. This includes, amongst others, the responsibility one has with regard to

another’s behavior and the prohibition of causing someone else to sin.
Meisis
One of the harshest of sins outlined in the Torah is the isur of meisis — inciting another

person to serve idolatry.! Although limited on face value to forbid only incitement of
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